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fire was in Congressman THOMPSON’S
district, portions of that terrible Santa
Rosa fire spilled over to affect my con-
stituents, and I had a separate fire in
Mendocino County, the Redwood Com-
plex, that itself would have ranked
among the top 20 wildfires in California
history. The fact that all of these fires
happened together is truly an unprece-
dented and a dreadful crisis.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. THOMPSON.
He has been everywhere in the region.
I thank our local government partners,
and I thank our colleagues, Minority
Leader PELOSI, and Majority Leader
MCCARTHY. The support has been bipar-
tisan and it has been nationwide.
FEMA has been on the ground along
with first responders doing heroic work
to get the recovery and the rebuilding
process started. We are grateful for all
of that, but we are only at the begin-
ning.

If you want to see your government
doing good work, go to the local assist-
ance center in Santa Rosa or in Ukiah
and watch how the wraparound serv-
ices are there. Every need that these
fire victims, these devastated families,
can imagine is there to be met. But we
are at the beginning, and we are going
to need that support over a long-sus-
tained period.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
for standing with us at this early stage
of dealing with this crisis. We are going
to need them over the long haul. We
will be talking more about this going
forward.

————
TAX REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, everyone remembers the ex-
citement of receiving that first pay-
check and the feeling of accomplish-
ment that hard work brings. We also
remember just as vividly the dis-
appointment we experienced when we
saw just how much of our hard-earned
money went to taxes.

It is a rite of passage that we have
grown used to, but that doesn’t mean it
is right. Americans deserve to take
home more of their pay.

That is exactly why we need tax re-
form, tax cuts, and tax simplification,
and why I am working with President
Donald Trump to make our tax system
work for West Virginia’s families.

Our tax framework would cut taxes
for West Virginia’s middle class fami-
lies, double the standard deduction for
individuals and couples, and create jobs
by making small businesses and Amer-
ican companies more competitive.

West Virginia’s families work hard
and have been squeezed by our State’s
economic downturn. Under our tax
framework and with the support of
President Trump, help is on the way.

We will also make it easier and sim-
pler for Americans—West Virginians—
to file their taxes. Most families will

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

be able to file their taxes just on a
postcard, saving them both time and
money.

Our plan for tax reform, our plan for
tax cuts, our plan for tax simplifica-
tion will help us build a better Amer-
ica, a better West Virginia, one where
families have more opportunities, more
jobs, and more money in their pockets.

———
J 1030
NATURAL DISASTERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PELOSI) for 5 minutes.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I join my
colleagues Congressman THOMPSON and
Congressman HUFFMAN in paying trib-
ute to the first responders who re-
sponded to the fires in northern Cali-
fornia and, indeed, in southern Cali-
fornia as well.

The spirit of our community is so
magnificent seeing people come to-
gether to help each other. I salute our
colleague MIKE THOMPSON, who so
much of his district was like an in-
ferno, but much of his district is still
thriving and one group helping an-
other, and Mr. HUFFMAN there, side by
side with him, the whole time.

This is very tragic. The loss of life is
heartbreaking, the loss of livelihood is
devastating, and the loss of homes, of
course, takes a while to replace.

We have seen other natural disasters
in the rest of the country, in Harvey
and Irma and Maria and Nate, Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Florida, Geor-
gia, Alabama, Texas, and Louisiana. So
many of the people of our country dev-
astated in a short period of time.

So, in times of natural disaster, it is
very important for the Federal Govern-
ment to honor its social compact with
the American people and to be there
for them. I look forward to working in
a bipartisan way for us to have the re-
sources for FEMA to do its job and for
the SBA to do its job to help businesses
and homeowners recover their losses.
And, again, pray; our hearts and pray-
ers are with the families of those who
lost their loved ones, their livelihoods,
and some who are still in need of recov-
ery.

REPUBLICANS’ DEVASTATING TAX CUT PLAN

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the devastating tax cut
plan that the Republicans are putting
forth. If you are in the middle class,
you will most likely be having your
taxes increased. If you have a family
member on Medicare or Medicaid, you
will be, most likely, devastated by the
impact of this.

This is a bill that the Republicans
are putting forth that will add trillions
of dollars to the national debt while
they sing the praises of fiscal responsi-
bility. The fiscal hawks have become
an endangered species. No longer are
they there to say: We are not going to
borrow from our future in order to give
tax cuts to the wealthiest people in our
country.
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Indeed, 80 percent of the Trump-GOP
tax framework, the framework net tax
cuts go to the top 1 percent of Ameri-
cans. The top 1 percent of Americans
get 80 percent of the Trump-GOP
framework net tax cuts.

As they increase the deficit, anyone
who might be haunted by the thought
that, well, we better cut someplace,
where do you think they are going to
g0? They will devastate Medicare. They
will devastate Medicaid.

What does that mean in the lives of
the American people? It means that
middle class families in our country
will be subsidizing tax cuts for the
wealthiest families and wealthiest cor-
porations in our country. This is com-
pletely wrong.

It will also have a devastating im-
pact on our budget priorities. In our
budget priorities, our budget should be
a statement of our national values.
What is important to us as a country
should reflect what is in the budget: in-
vestments in education so that chil-
dren and families can reach their aspi-
rations, so that communities can reach
their economic success, so that Amer-
ica continues to be number one glob-
ally, competitively, and so that we,
again, have the resources to invest in
science and technology and our na-
tional security to keep America num-
ber one.

Infrastructure, so talked about, in-
frastructure—build, build, build:

Build across America roads, bridges,
broadband. Build water systems and
the rest, all of the needs that we have.

Build the human infrastructure of
America by investing in education and
healthcare and the rest.

Build our democracy by making sure
that our democratic process has the re-
sources necessary to be conducted in a
way Wwhere every person’s vote is
counted as cast.

So all of this is connected to govern-
ance, and all of this is harmed by the
assault on our budget that this tax pro-
posal will present.

Middle class taxes will increase. Mid-
dle-income families will pay more.
Tens of millions of middle class fami-
lies will pay higher taxes.

One of the ways they will is because
of the great idea the Republicans have
to stop the deduction for State and
local taxes. This is a big hit on middle
class families in our country.

It steals trillions of dollars, borrows
from the future and from our children’s
future to give tax cuts to the wealthi-
est. Bighty percent of the GOP tax cuts
go to the wealthiest 1 percent at the
expense of our children and working
families and our country’s future.

It would devastate Medicare and
Medicaid. After adding trillions to the
deficit, the GOP will use the deficits to
justify destroying Medicare and Med-
icaid. And they are on it. They are al-
ready, in the bill, saying that they are
going to means test Medicare. It is in
keeping with their theory that Medi-
care should wither on the vine.

Democrats are for A Better Deal, for
real bipartisan tax reform. Any busi-
ness will tell you that what they want
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